Teach with the best!
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Where’s Gordo Going to Be??
Here’s a schedule of Amateur Radio events where Gordo will be making
presentations this year. If you’re in the neighborhood, stop by and say hello. Or
plan on attending one of his Instructor’s Forums. Click on the links to learn more
about each hamfest.
 une 13, HAM-COM, Irving, TX–
J
Instructor’s Forum plus our Gordon West / W5YI booth introducing
the new 2015-19 General Class study materials.
August 21, Boxboro Hamfest, Boxboro, MA–
Ham Instructor Academy
October 17, Pacificon, San Ramon, CA–
Instructor’s Forum

New 2015-19 General Class Element 3 Question Pool
Improved Question Pool – New Study Materials
Once again, I’m pleased to
note that The W5YI Group is
first to offer our new General
Class study manual, audio
theory course on CDs, and
updated General Class
book + HamStudy software
course – all for the 201519 FCC Element 3 General
Class question pool that
becomes effective for exams
on July 1st.
The new Element 3 question pool has grown to 426
Q&A’s. That’s only 6 more
questions than the current pool. But many outdated
and ambiguous questions have been replaced with
relevant new questions. There are 39 brand new questions and the Q&A have been rewritten to improve the
exam content, better reflecting General Class privileges,
operation, radio equipment and the rules an upgrading
Technician Class ham needs to know.
Our new General Class book has lots more photographs to illustrate specific topics – all in color. I’m
also pleased to announce that respected amateur radio
author and educator Eric Nichols, KL7AJ, has joined
me as Technical Editor for the book. Eric has added
upbeat explanations, revised website addresses, and

provided new look-ups for ham radio smart-phone/tablet APPS.
Both Eric and I have updated my four CD audio theory
course for the 2015-19 General Class. Nope, we don’t
just read the Q&A’s, but rather, dialogue with your
students on how these topics relate to the real world of
ham radio. There are plenty of audio “out takes” demonstrating ham radio sounds in action!
Finally, we also have updated the W5YI HamStudy software for the new General Class pool. The answer explanations from our book are in the software, so when
a student takes a practice exam and gives an incorrect
answer, the correct answer and our answer explanation
from the book appears on the screen! It is a great study
aid that reinforces student learning.
Updated Instructor Materials
We have completely updated our General Class Instructor’s Guide for the new 2015-19 question pool.
The Instructor’s Guide places emphasis on getting and
keeping students in your classroom. Our acclaimed
“teachers manuals” take you completely through live
class sessions. One manual for each ham radio level
– Technician, General and Extra Class. The updated
General Class Instructor Manual is now posted on
our HamInstructor.com website for your download.
Also available now for free download are updated
(Continued on page 2)
pages of Technician Class
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getting new hams
on the air
Not only is the ham radio instructor tasked with training
students to pass a test, we also need to follow through
to see that graduates actually get on the air! So I
encourage you to put on follow-up classes shortly after
the exam session. Here’s why.
Learning how to use a new handheld is a challenge,
to say the least. You know how sophisticated today’s
radios can be – even basic sets are full of layers of
programming steps to make them easy to use. Recruit
some experienced fellow hams and have them bring in
a variety of brands of radios to demonstrate one-onone how they work.
Most recently, inexpensive dual-band handhelds –
some under $50 – are flying off dealer shelves and into
the hands of your new graduates. While it is possible to
manually program local repeater frequencies into these
radios, they can be very difficult to work with. It is much
easier to use programming software to set-up these
new Part 90 handheld and mobile transceivers using
software and special cables to connect to a computer.
While your new graduates may understand the repeater
concept, they probably are not aware of the local active
repeaters in your area. So holding a follow-up class is
key to hearing your graduates on the air.
Instructor follow-up classes are fun! Find out who in
your area is experienced at programming these Part
90 radios and invite your “resident foreign radio programmer expert” to come to a session to help these
new ham operators load their radios with local repeater
frequencies. This serves to demonstrate good operating on-the-air techniques as well.
No local programmer? Here are a couple of folks who
can help your graduates get on the air:
 T Systems at www.rtsystems.com has a full line
R
of software and cables specific to all brands of ham
radios, including these new Part 90 imports.
➤ Clint, K6LCS, at www.hamradioprogramming.
com, offers a mail-in programming service with fast
turn-around. You send him your radio, he programs
it, and send it back right away. Clint has multiple
databases of repeaters across the country, and can
also load weather channels, receive-only marine
and railroad channels, and even local airports.
➤

Tell your students to
order their books
directly from w5yi
for free teaching aids
I’ve heard from many instructors that they prefer to have
their students buy their Gordon West study materials
direct from W5YI Group. So here’s a new way for your
students to get their study manuals and their free study
aides:
 tudents can order their books by calling The W5YI
S
Group at 800-669-9594. When ordering, they
should tell the customer service rep that they are
registered for your class and would like to receive
their additional study materials.
➤ Students also can order their books on-line by visiting the W5YI Group web store at www.w5yi.org.
When completing their on-line order, they should
note in the “comments” box that they are registered
for a Gordo class and would like their additional
study materials.
➤

In either case, your students will receive the pre-study
homework for their level of class (Tech, General, or Extra), a W5YI / Kenwood band chart designed by Gordo,
and any additional manufacturer materials we may have
on hand.
If you prefer, you can continue to buy your classroom
books from W5YI in bulk to earn your Instructor discounts. The more your order, the deeper your discounts. And, if you are a repeat W5YI customer ordering additional books for your class, we will honor the
same discount you earned on your initial order. Finally,
if you have books left over, you can return them for full
credit, provided they are in new condition.
So I urge you to help support our free Ham Instructor program by buying your books and other materials
through W5YI. Your support of our program in this way
makes it possible for us to continue helping you teach
successful ham classes!
New 2015-19 General Class Element 3 Question Pool
(Continued from page 1)

pre-class study and homework assignments, and the
W5YI instructor’s discount on all the training materials!
A new Power Point presentation is currently being
finished, and will be available on our HamInstructor.
com website by the end of May. The new show parallels the content of the new 2015-19 General
Class study manual, giving you a powerful
presentation aide to help you keep your
students focused on the topic at hand.
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Spring 2015 ET103 Results
All who took it passed!
Gordo and the W5YI team:
On Friday May 15th we concluded the first ET 103 class, “Ham Radio Technician License Preparation” here at American River College. I am both pleased and proud to share the results for the FCC Exam:
➤
➤
➤

Two upgrades from Technician License to General License
One student passed both the Technician License to General License
Ten students passed the Technician License

After the test the team giving the exam took time to talk to students to acknowledge their successes and to say how
proud they (the team) were that the students achieved 100% success on passing. Thank you for supporting this
class and for all you did to make it a success. We will be offering the class again in June.
Thank you all for your help in making this program a success.
Steve Wilson
KJ6BNA

Study with the best!
License Study Materials by

technician class
Technician Class book

for the 2014-2018 entry
level exam! Gordo
reorganizes the Q&A
into logical topic groups
for easy learning! Key
words are highlighted
in his explanations to
help you understand the
material for test success.
Web addresses for
more than 125 helpful,
educational sites.
Includes On The Air CD
demonstrating Tech privileges.

GWTM-14 $21.95

Tech Book & Software Package

Gordo’s book with W5YI software for Windows
allows you to study at your computer and take
practice exams. Explanations from Gordo’s book
are on the software to reinforce your learning.
Includes free Part 97 Rule Book. NCS-14 $29.95

Tech Audio Course on CD

Welcome to Gordo’s classroom! Technician audio
theory course recorded by Gordo talks you through
the Element 2 question pool. Follows the order of
GWTW-14 $29.95
his book. On 4 audio CDs.

N EW !

general class
General Class book

extra class
Extra Class book

Upgrade to the HF bands
with Gordo & W5YI!
Gordo’s manual for
2015-2019 reorganizes
all the questions into
logical topic groups
for easier learning. His
explanations include
highlighted key words to
help you remember the
material for test success.
Companion CD is full
of great operating tips!

GWGM-15 $24.95

Go to the top with
Gordo! 2012-2016 book
includes all Element 4
Q&A reorganized into
logical topic groups.
Gordo’s fun, educational
explanations with
highlighted keywords,
and great memory tricks
for those tough theory
questions! Wait ‘til you
meet “Eli the Ice Man!”

GWEM-12 $24.95

Extra Book & Software Package

General Book & Software Package

Study at your computer and take practice exams
as the W5YI Windows software scores your
results and highlights areas that need further study.
Includes explanations from Gordo’s book. Free
ECS-12 $39.95
Part 97 Rule Book.

General Audio Course on CD

Extra Class Theory Course recorded by Gordo
talks you through the difficult Element 4 theory to
help you understand the material and get you ready
for your upgrade to the top. On 6 audio CDs.

Study at your computer and take practice exams.
Windows software includes explanations from
Gordo’s book, scores your results and highlights
areas that need further study. Includes free Part 97
GUS-15 $34.95
Rule Book.

General Theory Course recorded by Gordo is full
of the sounds that bring ham radio to life! He talks
you through the Element 3 theory to help you
understand the material and get you ready for your
upcoming exam. On 4 audio CDs. GWGW-15 $29.95

Extra Audio Course on CD

GWEW-12 $39.95

W5YI Software on Windows-compatible CD-ROM.

Order today from W5YI: 800-669-9594 or on-line: www.w5yi.org
The W5YI Group P.O. Box 200065 Arlington, TX 76006-0065

When ordering, mention this ad for a free gift.
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